e — .
Would you ditch your job to follow your dream?
Rachel Eaton meets three readers who did just that

SHE means business

I MADE THIE JUNMP AND [ NOW
RUN MY OWN COMPANY

"‘Owver a six-month
period in my job as
HR manager, | had
to personally make
1,000 people redundant. Just a
week before the lay-offs began, 1
had congratulated some of those
people on the birth of new babies
and admired photos of their new
homes - while knowing what the

future | and had been unable

to utter a single word. [t was
completely soul-destroying; T felt
their lives
ember 2005

as if [ was ruinir
One day in D

shortly after the

dundancics

had begun, I spent the morning
handling a particularly nasty sexual
harassment case before being

told T had to go o a ficld office to
make yet more redundancies. By
that point I felt so disillusioned
that - with no thought for the
consequences — | went straight 1o
my manager and handed in my
notice, I'll always remember driving
My God,
* 1 was walking

home that day, thinki

what have [ doi

away [rom an annual salary of

L0000 (plus bonuses) and a career
mlh a blue-chip company in which
I'd worked so hard 1o succeed. But

I realised that it was a thankless

hankless i

1Siry.
witiend at the ume
Arnold

business, ['d often moan at him

ran his own sports nutrition

about the fact that he was always

working - but actually I envied his
passion. He loved what he did and
he was determined 1o succeed,

So what should 1 do next? I'd

recently sold a cottage that 1 had

renovated from seratch, so wh
Arnold said: “Why don't vou go
into interior design? You're
fantastic at it and you obviously
enjoy it | knew he was right

I'he next step was to enrol on

a 10-month diploma course ai
London’s KLC School of 1
but 1 h:
months before starting

o wait another nine

In the meantime, 1 looked after
Arnold’s children (fror

relationship) and ar we

CVIOUS

ends

when he was home, | ook a

part-time job conducung viewings

for an estate nt to make so

money. | was extremely lucky that
Arnold’s business was doing very
well and he was happy to fund the
KLC course for me,

Stepping nto college that first

morning

as if my hie was star
to say the course was i

was the hardest

understatement
work ['ve ever done. The diploma
course usually takes two to three

vears, but was \|J|<|JI|-11| into just 10

months, It involved ever

completing architectural ¢

for builders with exacung ining,
electrical and joinery plans, t
putting together colour schemes and

Yefore | knew i, |

was up untl lestienme schemes,

my head buzzing with ideas.

irk

experience placement at an interior

Part of the course was a wi

design company

when they oflt

I graduated, [ was de
on the downside, the |

the course, and the «

brought about in me, resulted

the ¢ of my relationship with

Arnold, although it was & mutual

and very amicable split - T had

become so much more driv

independent and determined

Even so, it was a scary time, as

financially 1 had o start all

course, | found a Hat in London

again. The day after | fini

and a very kind far mate whe

willing to wait until | was p:

get the first month's rent
from the outset | loved my new job

I'here was a lot to learn but | was

:_[I\I'J)l:-l]illlr e 0T 10 T
work. 1 went strai

three scheme

from designing the new space and

completing the architectur: 1I plans,

through 1o selecting the
and managing the project
Each morning, I'd le

bursting with enthusiasm - and

work from 7am to 7pm. Slov

steadily, [ started 1o

v while |
was juggling those and my dav job
at the same time, When | got to the

COIMIMISSIONS oo, and

point where 1 was handling

projects at once, | knew it was too

much. My quality of life started 10

sulfer as [ was working too hard, so

in June this vear 1 lefi the company
and set up my own business,

I left with

jects and

now have seven projects on the g
including a fabulous 5,000 sq fi

project in Notting Hill, turnis

properties into one
well-known chient. 1 su mes
have to pinch myself when 1 think
about how well the business 1s
doing and how quickly it has all

: Jar exceed.

happened. My it

my old salary an

turnover this vear is in th
of £ 100,000 - not b
year of a business. |
idio in Cl

it's a beautful room m an old

rented mm

gas works and the light is just

damazing

unhappy, ma at change. Have

the courage of

ur comviclons that

you'll make it work. Life is too short

not . IF you ¢

just haunt vou forever. My new

r makes me smile evern
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